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I om pleosed to send my ponpgratulations to the Adr
Weather Service as you celebrate your Golden
Anniversary,

For 50 yesars, vou have dope an outstanding job
supporting America's military forecs and orfpinating
many of the major advances in the sclence of meteor-
ology. The Air Weather Service playgs o vital role

in the decision making process of milifary commanders
by providing necessary weather information. Yoo
alzo perform o crucial funetion by aiding clvillan
wetcornlogists with acourate and timely wealher
reports through the use of satellites, vadar and air
Feconhaissance,

[ zalute the men and women of the Adr Weather
Service for a ioh well done, With youwr continwed
dedication and professionalism, I am sure that the
foregast of the Alr Fopree will alweys be "clear and
a millivo. " Again, congrotulations and God hilsss
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WAR DEPARTMENT
The Adjutant General’s Office
Washington

AG320.2 GHQ Air Forces
(8-21-36)

January 28, 1937
SUBJECT: Meteorological Services.

TO: Chief of the Air Corps.

1. Effective July 1, 1937, the Chief of the Air Corps will be
charged with responsibility for the meteorological service for that
arm and for weather forecasts required by divisions and higher
headquarters,

2. After the above date such meteorological data as may be
required by arms and services concerned. Chiefs of these arms
and services will submit reccomendations for changes in Tables
of Basic Allowances or Tables of Allowaneces to provide the
necessary equipment and supplies for this purpose.

3. The Chief Signal Officer will continue to be responsible for the
development, procurement, storage and issue of meteorological
equipment and supplies, and for teletype and other signal com-
munications required by the meteorological service.

4. Subject to the approval of the Chief of the Air Corps in each
instance, Signal Corps officers of the Regular Army with
meteorological experience may be detailed, upon their own ap-
plication, to temporary duty with the Air Corps.

5. With the approval of the Chief of the Air Corps in each in-
stance, Signal Corps Reserve Officers who are meteorological
specialists will be permitted to transfer to the Air Corps as non-
flying reserve officers, provided that no officer will be transferred
without his own consent.

6. Enlisted meteorological personnel now in the Signal Corps
will be transferred without loss of grade or rating in accordance
with instructions to be issued by the War Department at a later
date. The training of meteorological observers and forecasters in
the Enlisted Division of the Signal Corps School will be continued
until such time as the Chief Signal Officer and the Chiefl of the Air
Corps shall make mutual arrangements {or the transfer of this
course Lo the appropriate Air Corps School.

7. Allotment of additional grades and ratings for the expansion
of this service will be published at a later date.

8. The Chief Signal Officer will submit recommendations for
appropriate changes in Army Regulation 105-5 and the Chief of the
Air Carps for corresponding changes in Army Regulations 95-5 to
carry out the above instructions. The later will also submit
recommendations for necessary changes in Tables of Basic
Allowances and Tables of Allowances to authorize the necessary
equipment and supplies.

By (hrder of the Secretnry of War

Meteorologists

badge
approved

The long-awaited Meteor-
ologists badge was approved by
the Air Force Chief of Staff in
April 1987,

The Meteorologists badge
(right) is similar to the design of
the air traffic controllers badge,
except that it depicts the Air
Weather Service shield in the
center.

The badge, in antiqued silver or
shiny platinum finish, will be
awarded in three grades: basic,
senior and master. A two-third
scale and a subdued version
embroidered in cloth are expected
to be available for wear in con-
formance with Air Force
Regulation 35-10.

Specialized Support Award
named for WWII weatherman

The AWS Specialized Support
Award has been named in honor
of SSgi. Robert A. Dodson, a
weather observer who parachuted
into France in the predawn
darkness of D-Day, in World War
I1. The award was established in
1968 to recognize individual ex-
cellence by an AWS NCO or
airman in AFSC 25xxx providing
specialized weather support.

Trained as a weather in-
stallation observer, Sergeant
Dodson was assigned to Ascot,
England in April 1844. He
volunteered for jump school just
before ““D-day,’” and received a
minimum of training prior to his
first, and only jump, with the 82nd
Airborne Division at 2:30 a.m.,

June G, 1944,

Landing just outside St. Mere
Eglise, France, Dodson and eight
members of his Air Support
Party, came under seige, forcing
them all to act as riflemen soon
after entering the city. When the
seige lifted 368 hours later,
Sergeant Dodson began duties as
a weatherman, sending hourly
observations, including wind
direction and force, visibility,
ceiling cloud and cloud heights,
temperature and dewpoint, by
radio. He continued taking and
sending observations until June
21, when he was evacuated to the
hospital at Bouteville for treat-
ment of his knee, injured when he
landed 15 days earlier, After the
war, 8Sgt. Dodson left the Army.

HQ AWS/PA
SCOTT AFB, IL 62225-5008
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